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Statistical analysis

Continuous data were presented as mean =+ standard deviation unless
indicated otherwise.

Qualitative data were expressed as frequency and percentage. The
Student” s t—test or Mann-Whitney U test, when data were not normally
distributed, were used to perform a comparison of continuous
quantitative data. Pearson’ s chi—square or Fisher’ s exact tests were
used to comparing categorical qualitative variables, where
appropriate. A p-value < 0.05 was considered statistically

significant. All analyses were carried out using XLSTAT software
(Addinsoft, NY, USA)



